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Commemorate Veterans With the
Somerset County Historical Society at
SCLSNJ’s Manville Branch

Veterans Day, which occurs every year on November 11, recognizes
$PHULFDQ YHWHUDQV ZKR KDYH KRQRUDEO\ VHUYHG WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV 2Q
November 13 from 2-3 p.m., the Somerset County Library System
of New Jersey’s (SCLSNJ) Manville branch will host a program pre
sented by the Somerset County Historical Society that pays tribute to
military personnel from every branch of service and from every time
period in American History.
Local veterans from Canal Walk Veterans Club, Thomas J. Kavana
ugh VFW Post 2290, and American Legion Post 63 will discuss their
H[SHULHQFHYV DQG RIIHU LQVLJKWYV LQEWR WKH WUDGLWLRQ RI VHUYLQJ WKHLU FR
try. Military memorabilia and a selection of books about the armed
forces will be on display.
For questions or more information about the program, contact Na
QHWWH 3HWHUVRQ EUDQFK PDQDJHU- RU QSHWHUVRQ#VFOLE

nj.org.
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Explore the History of Postwar Adoption
in the US with Journalist, Author
Gabrielle Glaser

Discover the history of postwar adoption
in the United States with bestselling author
and journalist Gabrielle Glaser and the Som-
erset County Library System of New Jersey
(SCLSNJ) through a virtual program on No-
vember 17, from 7-8 p.m.

In Glaser’s sophomore release “American
Baby: A Mother, a Child, and the Shadow
History of Adoption,” the writer chronicles
the controversial adoption process of the
1960s, including the story of unmarried
mother Margaret Erle and her son, David. Erle, a New Jersey resident,
will join Glaser during the program to share her firsthand account of
the experience.

“The book tells the dual narrative of what happened in their lives,”
said Glaser. “What her experience was like as a teenager giving birth
alone and in shame and in secret, on a cold winter day in 1961 and not
being able to hold her baby, not being able to know what his fate was
for a half century. And, what his experiences were, growing up with
a family he loved and who he loved deeply, but never knowing his
origin story or original identity.”

Glaser continued, “Their [stories] are stand-ins for the nearly 4
million women who were coerced into surrendering their sons and
daughters.”

Libraries played an integral role in the fruition of the book. Glaser
explored multiple library and archival resources available throughout
the country from Manhattan to Kansas City to Corvallis, Oregon. Be-
cause of these institutions, the writer was able to utilize the interloan
library system, conduct research through online resources, and form
connections with librarians and archivists throughout the U.S.

“Libraries are magic to me,” said Glaser. “I would be absolutely up
a creek without libraries and librarians and the resources - not just of
local libraries - but of archivists across the country, who helped me
tell this story. [Without them] ‘American Baby’ wouldn’t exist. I love
it when I hear from folks who are at libraries and people who read the
book from the library because libraries are a public resource that we
need to support and encourage.”

For more information or to register for the virtual program: sclsnj.
libnet.info/event/4952537.

Gabrielle Glaser
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‘Open Doors of Curiosity and
Fascination’ Discover Historical
Disasters, Epic Adventures With

Bestselling Author Lauren Tarshis and
SCLSNJ

Lauren Tarshis’ I Survived series is best
* known for taking readers on an exploration of
| real historical disasters and epic adventures
A & through the eyes of a fictional child who “sur-
== vived” the life-changing event.

-—/f On November 30 at 4:30 p.m., students in
L grades 2 and up will have the opportunity to
virtually meet the New York Times bestselling
author through a program hosted by the Som-
erset County Library System of New Jersey
(SCLSNYJ). During the program, Tarshis will connect with participants
by sharing her experiences as a writer, and hosting a Q&A session.

“Books open doors of curiosity and fascination,” said Tarshis.
“Without books, our world would be much less fascinating!”

The I Survived series was inspired by Tarshis’ son, a reluctant read-
er who said he wanted to read “a real story with a lot of action and a
main character who’s a kid like me.” And, so, the epic, historical fic-
tion I Survived series was born, spawning over 20 books, which have
sold over 20 million copies worldwide.

The inclusive, diverse I Survived series is available in a variety of
languages including English and Spanish; and a selection of titles are
accessible in graphic novel and e-audiobook formats.

“I really do want every child to see themselves in my books,” said
Tarshis. “I also want to write stories that unite people that remind us
that no matter who we are or where we live, we are connected through
shared values, like empathy, tolerance, and resilience. That really is
the most important message [ want to convey through my series.”

As for the future of the series, the author states that, “as long as kids
want to read them, I will want to write them. I feel so lucky to have so
much support from librarians, teachers, and booksellers.”

In addition to the I Survived series, fans of Tarshis will also be
enchanted by her earlier works “Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a
Tree,” and “Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell in Love,” while younger readers
and families can laugh-out-loud to the writer’s first, recently released
picture book, “Only My Dog Knows I Pick My Nose,” illustrated by
Lisa Bronson Mezoff.

Register now to meet the author through the virtual program with

your Library: sclsnj.libnet.info/event/5041397.

Lauren Tarshis

MUSIC continued from page 12

e “This” performed by Darius Rucker

® “Praise You” performed by Fatboy Slim

e “Confident” performed by Demi Lovato

e “Thank U, Next” performed by Ariana Grande

e “Nothing Without You” performed by the Weeknd

e “Count on Me” performed by Bruno Mars

e “Gratitude” performed by Earth, Wind & Fire

e “Thank U” performed by Alanis Morissette

e “Thank You” performed by Led Zeppelin

e “My Hero” performed by Foo Fighters

e “Everything I Need” performed by the Wallflowers

e “Peace Train” performed by Yusef/Cat Stevens

Explore the music that you are most grateful for in the Library’s
collection today: catalog. SCLSNJ.org.
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