
cost savings to stabilize our municipal tax 
rate. Municipal tax increases have been 
$8 in 2016 and $24 dollars in 2015 on an 
average assessed home. We are targeting 
another low increase for 2017 as we work to 
balance the municipal budget. Our budget 
is approximately one-third of the overall 
annual tax bill.

With regard to funding our schools, 
the existing formula for determining the 
amount of State aid received by a school 
district is clearly not functioning as 
intended. The Borough’s overall “town 

existing school formula is supposed to take 
that factor into account when determining 
the “local cost share” of the school’s 
budget. The School Funding Reform Act 
(SFRA) implemented in 2008 seems to 
ignore that factor helping make Manville 
the 8th most underfunded school district in 
our State.  The aid calculation for the 2017-
2018 school year only increased by $328 
dollars in total! We receive less in State aid 
today than we received back in 2010 and 
our enrollment is up over 100 students.

In closing, the school funding issue is still 
being discussed in Trenton. I have made the 
leadership in our State’s legislature aware 
of the economic challenges we face here in 
Manville. One proposal on the table would 
give Manville $1 million dollars more in 
school aid each year for the next 5 years. 
This would nearly double the amount of 
State aid we currently receive, help to 
provide a quality education for our students, 
and most importantly, help stabilize our 
property taxes since school funding is over 
50% of your tax bill.

The next 100 days are critical starting 
from when Governor Christie introduced 
the State’s budget in late February. A new 
school funding fairness formula needs to be 
implemented which will give more aid to 
Manville’s underfunded school district for 
the 2017-2018 school year.

Until next month,
Mayor Richard M. Onderko

One of your governing body’s greatest 
responsibilities is approving and regularly 
monitoring the municipal budget. The 2017 
calendar year budget cycle is well underway 
with budget adoption planned for some 
time in April.  With the on-going property 
tax crisis in New Jersey, we must vigilantly 
focus on the “long-term” economic welfare 
of our community and we have already 
begun to do so.

Keeping Manville affordable with the 
challenges we face is a top priority of your 
Mayor and Council. With an on-going 
2014 Blue Acres buyout program removing 
ratables from our tax rolls, we obviously 
have to look for ways to save. We have 
entered into numerous shared services 
agreements and put spending restrictions 
in place to help increase our general 
account balance “carry over amount” every 
year since 2013. Our town debt currently 
outstanding is $7.2 million which has been 
paid down the past few years.

Each year obligations to fund employee 
State pensions, health insurance costs, 
and debt service payments increase. The 
challenge is to offset those increases with 

DeSantis Cabinetry, 34 S. Main Street, 
is a local, family-owned and owner-oper-
ated company, serving Central New Jersey 
for over 29 years. We have been awarded 
“Angie’s list super service award” 
in 2015 for our remodeling ser-
vices in Manville, NJ. If you work 

that your job is our priority. We 
work on one job at a time as every 
customer is important to us. We 
personally assist you through ev-
ery step of the remodeling process 
and try to make it as simple as pos-
sible for you. You can discuss your needs 
and budget with us and we’ll try to do what 

-
sonnel are professional, respectful, reliable, 
punctual and courteous. You can depend on 
us to dedicate our time to your remodeling 

at 34 S. Main St. Monday through Friday 
10-4 or Saturday 9-12.  If you would like 
an in-home consultation, please feel free 
to give us a call at 908-707-1114 or stop in 
to see all the different choices we offer for 

your kitchen remodeling project.  You can 
www.desantiscabinetry.com.

If you would like your business featured 
in the Business Spotlight, please email  
abierwirth@manvillenj.org.

At the February Manville First Aid and Rescue 
Squad Installation Dinner, the Auxiliary presented 
the Squad with an $8,000 donation check from the 
various fundraisers throughout 2016. These Aux-
iliary volunteers work tirelessly to make sure our 
Squad has all they need to keep going.
All-You-Can-Eat Steak Dinner

The next fundraiser will be the Annual All-You-
Can-Eat Steak Dinner at the VFW Post 2290 on 
April 30th. Tickets are $37.50. Dinner is served 
promptly at 6:00 PM. The meal will be sliced, all-

3865 or any Auxiliary member for tickets.

www.ManvilleNJ.org

Mayor Onderko’s Corner
Richard M. Onderko, Mayor

Borough of Manville

Our Local Business Spot Light

Manville First Aid and Rescue Squad 
Auxiliary Donates $8K

l to r: Ellen Ours, Ernie Brescia, Shelia 
Lessing, and Lora Williams
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Manville Area
Federal Credit Union

908-526-8844
www.manville.org

Open to all who live, or work in Manville, and their families!
Manville Area Federal Credit Union
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May 5th- 19th

Manville LibraryManville Library
100 South 10th Ave 100 South 10th Ave 

Celebrate Opening Night 
                with the Artists 
                  from 6:00-8pm

Celebrate Opening Night 
                with the Artists 
                  from 6:00-8pm

For more information go to
www.manvillearts.org

For more information go to
www.manvillearts.org

2017 
Manville Art Expo
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YOUR

AD
HERE!

Interested in Advertising in
this Paper?

Please Call
About Our Town

732-968-1615

Hair House
International & Day Spa

T
he

OPEN: Tue, Thu, Fri 9am-9pm • Wed 8am-3pm • Sat 8am-3pm

•Appointments Preferred
•Walk-ins Welcome
•Private Parking
•Handicap Access

CVS Plaza • 333 South Main St.
Manville, New Jersey 08835

908-722-3024
Visit us on the web at:
www.HairHouseInt.com

Mary Tabbit
Owner

Specializing In:
• Haircuts
• Color
• Foil Highlights
• Keratin Smoothing
• SO.CAP. Hair Extensions
• Styling
• Perms
• Manicures & Pedicures
• Waxing
• Facials & 

Massages

10% OFF
ANY ONE SERVICE
Limit 1 coupon per month.
Not to be combined with any other offers.

Expires 2/11/17

Now Celebrating Our 33rd Year!
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VOTED “BEST OF THE BEST”
Pharmacy & Card & Gift Store in Central Jersey
Your Neighborhood Pharmacy That Has Something For Everyone
Free Delivery
7 Days • No Minimum

Also Offering:
• Fax Service on Premises
• NJ Lottery
• Stamps
• Home Health Care & 

Surgical Supplies
We Can Special Order 
Most Items For You

Senior Citizen 
Discount – Every Day!
• Competitive Prices
• Personal Service
• ALL Prescription Plans Accepted
• Extensive Vitamin Department 

with experts to help you
• Yearly medical reports – upon request

Extensive Gift
Department!
We are fully stocked 
with gift items & have 
NEW ARRIVALS DAILY! 
We have great gifts for weddings, 
anniversaries, birthdays, 
bridal showers, 
housewarmings, 
baby showers, 
and all occasions.

Union Avenue Pharmacy

CONVENIENT FREE STORE PARKING AT REAR OF STORE

OPEN 7 DAYS
Monday–Friday: 9 AM–9 PM

Sat: 9 AM–7 PM; Sun: 9 AM–6 PM
ALL HOLIDAYS: 9 AM–4 PM

433 West Union Ave • Bound Brook

732-356-3113

WE CARRY THE FULL LINE OF
VITAMINS!


